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Who is this document for? 

This progression has been made to help both Class Teachers and the Geography Subject Lead.  

For Class Teachers this progression document allows teachers to clearly see what has already been covered in the previous 

year, the areas which are to be covered in the current year but also where learning continues into the next year. This 

progression document allows us to see how topics are developed over time and built on, as well as exact key knowledge that 

children must know in each unit and each class.  

In addition to the above, it also allows the Geography Subject Lead to know when topics are being taught, which resources 

may be needed across the school at a particular time and also help with monitoring of key knowledge and coverage for 

triangulation.  
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Aims in Geography  

Why do students at Sound & District need to study Geography?  

A high-quality Geography education inspires in pupils a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people, that will remain 

with them for the rest of their lives. It is essential for pupils at Sound & District to develop their knowledge of diverse places, people, 

resources and natural and human environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human 

processes, in order for them to understand and thrive in the world around them. Global and environmental issues are of growing 

importance in our society; hence, a rich and engaging Geography education that enables pupils to deepen their understanding 

of the interaction between physical and human processes, and of the formation and use of landscapes and environments and 

how they change over time, is of upmost importance.  

When young people do not have a deep understanding of different cultures, this can sometimes manifests itself in intolerance. By 

studying Geography, pupils will understand how the world is a global stage and they are global citizens on this platform. Pupils will 

learn how Geography plays a significant role in politics, explore the movement of people and goods and how this shapes society 

today, and that this is dynamic due to the ever-changing political landscape. As a result of a dynamic, varied and board 

curriculum, pupils will become more knowledgeable and ‘worldly’ in their views, forming the platform of developing in to global 

citizen.  

What are the aims for your curriculum?  

At Sound & District, we align the National Curriculum for Geography as we recognise that this provides pupils with a well-rounded 

geographical understanding of both Human and Physical Geography and interweaves the skills necessary to become successful 

Geographers and active, global citizens.  

Therefore, all Sound & District pupils will be able to:  

• Develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places  

• Explain the physical (nature) and human (man-made) geographical features of the world.  

• Explain how human and physical factors are interdependent and how they bring about spatial variation and change over time  

• Explain the causes and impacts of climate change around the world and understand their role in combatting this  

• Explain the connections with history and understand how a country’s natural resources often shapes their society, culture and 

relationship with the rest of the world.  

• Develop competence in geographical skills including, collecting, analysing, and interpretation a range of data gathered 

through experiences of fieldwork that deepen their understanding of geographical processes  
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• Interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and 

Geographical Information Systems (GIS)  

• Communicate geographical information in a variety of mediums, including through maps, numerical and quantitative skills and 

writing at length.  

 

How does the Geography curriculum support the whole school curriculum aims?  

• To promote a love of reading, and improve vocabulary acquisition.  

o Within Geography, students are exposed to a range of written news articles and scientific reports, relating to current 

geographical events. Additionally, pupils are supported in learning key, tier-three vocabulary through use of knowledge 

organisers, keyword glossaries and vocabulary maps.  

• To promote cultural capital by teaching students a board range of knowledge, which exposes them to the best that has been 

said and thought throughout history.  

o Within the Geography curriculum, pupils are taught about a range of key significant geographical events within both 

physical and human geography units including natural disasters of global importance, establishments of key organisations, 

and political changes of countries as well as keeping up to date with cutting edge evidence and research on issues such as 

climate change. Additionally, learning extends beyond the classroom with a range of fieldwork trips and afterschool 

geography enrichment clubs.  

• To develop students into global citizens by supporting them to develop outstanding character and to engage with education 

and the wider world responsibly and with curiosity.  

o Within the Geography curriculum, this is exemplified by ensuring pupils are aware of their responsibilities within the local, 

national and international context and are exposed to other young people who are being real leaders in raising awareness 

of globally significant issues.  

What values underpin the curriculum content?  

• Tolerance and appreciation of other cultures and societies  

• Recognising difference between groups of people and their beliefs and cultures  

• Appreciation and desire to protect the natural environment  
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• Citizenship to develop an understanding of inequality around the world and pupils’ responsibilities at a local, national and 

international level  

• Service and duty to fulfil responsibilities as a global citizen  

• Respecting the British Values of Democracy and how the decisions and laws of the government can impact our environment  

 

What links to careers can be made within the Geography Curriculum?  

Geography is a strong and varied discipline that develop pupils’ critical thinking, global awareness and problem-solving abilities. It 

enables pupils to explore issues within the natural world and provide solutions to these issues. These skills and values that are 

developed throughout the study of Geography can provide a solid foundation for many future careers including, and not limited 

to:  

• Cartographer  

• Climate change researcher/scientist  

• Commercial/residential surveyor  

• Ecologist  

• Farm/estate manager  

• International Development Officer  

• Nature conservation officer  

• Oceanographer  

• Planning and development surveyor  

• Town planner  

• Recycling officer  

• Air traffic controller  

• Foreign/travel writer  

• Freight forwarder  

• Logistics and distribution manager  

• Marine Biologist  

• Navigator (Naval)  

• Pilot  

• Tourism officer  

• Transport Planner  

• Travel consultant 
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Class Autumn Spring Summer 

EYFS 

(Reception) 

Marvellous Me & Terrific Tales 

 

 

 

 

Super Space & Step into Nature 

 

Amazing Animals & Fun at the 

Seaside  

 

 

 

 

 

Emerald (Y1) Our School 

 

Wonderful Weather 

 

Our Country 

 

Ruby (Y2) What a Wonderful World 

 

Sensational Safari  

 

Beside the Seaside 

 
Opal (Y3/4) 

 

Marvellous Maps 

 

All Around The World 

 

Eastern Europe 

 
Topaz (Y4/5) 

 

Enough For Everyone 

 

Magnificant Mountains 

 

What’s It Like In Cheshire?  

 

Onyx (Y6) Trade & Economics 

 

Amazing Americas 

 

Our Changing World 
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Class/ 

Year Gr 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Diamond 

(Rec) 

Past and Present (History) 

• During dedicated talk time, listen to what children say 

about their family.  

• Encourage children to share pictures of their family and 

listen to what they say about the pictures.  

• Talk about people that the children may have come 

across within their community, such as delivery and shop 

staff, hairdressers, etc.  

• Present children with pictures, stories, artefacts and 

accounts from the past. 

•  Show images of familiar situations in the past, such as 

homes and schools 

People and Places (Geography), 

• Draw children’s attention to the immediate environment, 

introducing and modelling new vocabulary where 

appropriate.  

• Use images, video clips, shared texts and other resources 

to bring the wider world into the classroom.  

• Listen to what children say about what they see.  

• Share non-fiction texts that offer an insight into 

contrasting environments 

Culture and Communities (RE) 

• Celebrate Diwali and Christmas with in class. Children, 

explaining why these times are special to different 

religions. 

The Natural World (Science) 

• Provide children with have frequent opportunities for 

outdoor play and exploration.  

• Encourage interactions with the outdoors to foster 

curiosity and give children freedom to touch, smell and 

hear the natural world around them during hands on 

experiences. 

 
Past and Present 

• Talk about members of their immediate family and 

community. 

•  Name and describe people who are familiar to them. 

People, Culture and Communities  

• Understand that some places are special to members of 

their community.  

• Recognise that people have different beliefs and 

celebrate special times in different ways 

The Natural World 

• Explore the natural world around them. Describe what 

they see, hear and feel whilst outside. 

Past and Present (History) 

• Share information about your own family, giving children 

time to ask questions or make comments. 

•  Listen to what children say about their own experiences 

with people who are familiar to them.  

• Present children with pictures, stories, artefacts and 

accounts from the past, explaining similarities and 

differences. 

•  Show images of familiar situations in the past, such as 

homes, schools, transport and clothing.  

• Offer opportunities for children to begin to organise events 

using basic chronology.  

• Using examples from real life and from books, show children 

how there are many different families. 

People and Places (Geography), 

• Look at aerial views of the school setting, encouraging 

children to comment on what they notice, recognising 

buildings, open space, roads and other simple features.  

• Teach children about places in the world that contrast with 

locations they know well.  

• Teach children about a range of contrasting environments 

within both their local and national region.  

• Children communicate their understanding of their own 

environment and contrasting environments through 

conversation and in play. 

Culture and Communities (RE) 

• Name and explain the purpose of places of worship and 

places of local importance to the community to children, 

drawing on their own experiences where possible. 

•  Help children to begin to build a rich bank of vocabulary 

with which to describe their own lives and the lives of others. 

The Natural World (Science) 

• Create opportunities to discuss how we care for the natural 

world around us.  

• Offer opportunities to sing songs and join in with rhymes and 

poems about the natural world. 

•  Observe and interact with natural processes, such as ice 

melting, an object casting a shadow and a magnet 

attracting an object. 

 
Past and Present 

• Comment on images of familiar situations in the past.  

• Compare and contrast characters from stories, including 

figures from the past.  

People, Culture and Communities  

Past and Present (History) 

• Interpretations of History: Offer hands-on experiences that 

deepen children’s understanding, such as visiting a local 

area that has historical importance. Include a focus on 

the lives of both women and men. Is this building from the 

past or present?  

• Communication: Look for opportunities to observe 

children talking about experiences that are familiar to 

them and how these may have differed in the past.  

• Chronological Understanding: Offer opportunities for 

children to begin to organise events using basic 

chronology, recognising that things happened before 

they were born.  

• Historical Enquiry: Understand and use the term ‘past’ and 

‘present’ 

 

People and Places (Geography), 

• Locational & Place Knowledge: Familiarise children with 

the name of the road, and or village/ town/city the 

school is located in.  

o Use relevant, specific vocabulary to describe 

contrasting locations.  

o Avoid stereotyping and explain how children’s 

lives in other countries may be similar or 

different in terms of how they travel to school, 

what they eat, where they live, and so on.  

• Human & Physical Geography: Model the vocabulary 

needed to name specific features of the world, both 

natural and made by people. Geographical Skills & 

Fieldwork: Offer opportunities for children to choose to 

draw simple maps of their immediate environment, or 

maps from imaginary story settings they are familiar with. 

Culture and Communities (RE) 

• Take children to places of worship and places of local 

importance to the community. 

•  Invite visitors from different religious and cultural 

communities into the classroom to share their experiences 

with children  

• Encourage children to use vocabulary learnt to describe 

their own lives and lives of others. 

The Natural World (Science) 

• Identify & Classify: After close observation, draw pictures 

of the natural world, including animals and plants and 

name them.  

• Observe, Measure & Pattern Spot: Observe and interact 

with natural processes, such a sound causing a vibration, 
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• Draw information from a simple map.  

• Recognise some similarities and differences between life in 

this country and life in other countries. 

The Natural World 

• Recognise some environments that are different to the one 

in which they live.  

• Understand the effect of changing seasons on the natural 

world around them 

light travelling through transparent material and a boat 

floating on water.  

• Question & Enquire: Ask simple questions. 

•  Investigate: Observe and discuss simple tests. Record, 

Report and Draw Conclusions: Talk about the conclusions 

of simple tests and record as a group. 

 

Emerald 

(Y1) 

Our School 
This Our School unit will teach your KS1 geography class about the world, starting with their immediate environment 

and building on the firm foundations from the Early Years Foundation Stage. Children will explore their school 

environment using first-hand observation and experience to enhance their awareness along with essential map skills 

and fieldwork. 

 

Key knowledge 

• begin to recognise familiar places in their local area;  

• write an address appropriately;  

• use maps and plan a route;  

• use simple compass directions (NESW);  

• use aerial photographs to recognise basic human and physical 

features;  

• recognise basic map symbols and begin to understand the need 

for a key;  

• use simple fieldwork skills to study the geography of the school;  

• make simple observations about the geography of the classroom 

and school;  

• ask simple geographical questions. 

• use different maps and understand the key features of maps;  

• use compass directions (NESW), locational and directional 

language;  

• make comparisons between features of different places;  

• compare distances;  

• use map symbols in a key;  

• plan a route giving reasons for choice;  

• use fieldwork skills appropriately;  

• make observations about the school using description;  

• explain the order an address is written 

 
• describe the location of familiar places;  

• use a variety of maps and recognise key features of maps;  

• use compass directions, locational/directional language to 

describe locations and routes;  

• use a range of map symbols in a key;  

• observe a variety of photographs to identify geographical 

features;  

• compare distances accurately;  

• plan a route giving reasoned explanations;  

• use fieldwork skills confidently to make a range of observations;  

• offer some reasoned explanations for locations or issues in and 

around school;  

• ask a range of geographical questions. 

Wonderful weather 
This Wonderful Weather unit will teach your class about the different types of weather in their immediate environment. The 

children will then have the opportunity to build on this and knowledge of the four seasons. The pack will introduce them to 

hot and cold areas of the world and the impact of different weather types. Children will have opportunities to observe and 

record the weather, present their own weather forecasts and make valuable links with Science, Computing, Numeracy and 

Literacy from across the curriculum. 

 

Key knowledge 

• Name weather types in the UK.  

• Identify daily changes in weather.  

• Identify seasonal changes across a year.  

• Recognise weather symbols.  

• Use world maps and globes to identify the UK and begin to locate 

other countries.  

• Explain some dangers of the weather.  

• Locate hot and cold countries of the world.  

• Make comparisons between different places studied.  

• Make simple observations about the weather in the UK.  

• Use basic subject specific vocabulary.  

• Ask simple geographical questions.  

• Develop presentation skills.  

• Make recordings about the weather with some support.  

• Know how weather can affect people’s lives.  

• Use world maps and globes to identify a range of countries, the 

Equator and the North and South Poles.  

• Explain weather dangers and how people can protect themselves.  

• Make comparisons between different types of weather.  

• Gather information about places and features studied.  

• Make observations about the weather using description and some 

explanation.  

• Use a growing range of subject specific vocabulary. 

 
 • Name a range of weather types and offer explanations.  

• Relate weather types to the seasons and months of the year.  

• Begin to understand weather recording instruments and make own 

weather recordings independently.  

• Make a range of observations about the weather, giving some 

reasoned explanation.  

• Know how weather can affect people’s lives, giving examples both 

positive and negative.  

• Explain weather dangers and offer reasoned explanations about 

how people can protect themselves and the environment.  

• Locate a range of hot and cold countries on a world map.  

Our Country 
This Our Country unit will teach your class about the countries of the UK developing learning beyond children’s 

immediate environment and own locality to the UK in general. Children will explore the UK by looking at individual 

countries, capital cities, human and physical features along with comparing and contrasting the capital cities of London 

and Brasilia in detail. This unit provides everything you need to give your class a greater insight into the UK and beyond.  

 

Key knowledge 

• Name the four countries of the UK, capital cities and surrounding 

seas.  

• Begin to know the differences between town and country 

locations. • Use a range of maps (world, country, street maps, aerial 

views and plans) to locate places and landmarks.  

• Begin to know simple features of the countries of the UK.  

• Use aerial photographs to recognise basic human and physical 

features.  

• Produce a journey line.  

• Describe human and physical features of the capital city London.  

• Use internet mapping programmes to observe aerial views.  

• Compare the capital cities London and Brasilia.  

• Use world maps and globes to begin to locate some continents 

and countries.  

• Name key features of the countries of the UK.  

• Describe how features may change throughout a journey.  

• Make comparisons between features of different places.  

• Explain what London is like in detail using key geographical 

vocabulary.  

• Describe similarities and differences between Brasilia and London. 

 
•Name the countries of the UK, capital cities, surrounding seas and a 

range of other major cities and landmarks.  

• Identify similarities and differences between the countries of the 

UK. • Identify national flags and emblems.  

• Explain some of the pros and cons of town and country locations.  

• Explain the differences between London and their own local city.  

• Explain similarities and differences between Brasilia and London 

and can give reasoned explanations.  

• Identify a range of human and physical features in aerial 

photographs.  

• Use a variety of maps to locate places and landmarks 

independently.  

• Use world maps and globes to locate and name a range of 

continents and countries. 
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• Use world maps and globes to identify a range of countries, the 

Equator and the North and South Poles and explain how the Equator 

affects temperature and weather types.  

• Confidently use a range of subject specific vocabulary.  

• Gather detailed information about places and features studied.  

• Ask a range of geographical questions. 

Key 

Vocabulary 

Local area, map, address, observe, passport, distance, aerial view 

(bird’s eye), fieldwork, route 

Seasons, observations, record, temperature, thermometer, United 

Kingdom, affects, waterproof, weather forecast, symbols, extreme, 

drought, flooding, blizzard, heatwave, hurricane, climate 

Town, countryside, pro, con, country, United Kingdom, island, capital 

city, landmark, population 

Ruby (Y2) What a Wonderful World 
This What a Wonderful World Lesson Pack will teach your class the about the location of countries, continents and 

oceans of the world in relation to the position of the United Kingdom and children’s own locality. Children will develop 

global awareness by looking in detail at the position of the seven continents and five oceans of the world, 

understanding that the world is spherical and creating their own journeys across the world. Children continue to build 

on their map skills developed in Year 1 using atlases, world maps and globes more widely, along with using aerial 

photographs to recognise human and physical features including landmarks.  

 

Key knowledge 

• Understand that the world is spherical.  

• Name the seven continents and five oceans of the world 

correctly.  

• Use an atlas to accurately locate the continents and oceans of 

the world.  

• Locate continents, oceans including their own continent and 

country using a world map  

• Know that journeys can be made around the world and begin to 

follow a simple journey line using key vocabulary.  

• Locate hot and cold areas of the world.  

• Use and follow simple compass directions (NESW).  

• Follow routes on a map.  

• Use aerial photographs and satellite images to recognise basic 

human and physical features  

• To ask geographical questions – Where is it? What is this place 

like? How near/far is it?  

• Describe simple human and physical features about the 

continents of the world.  

• Name and begin to locate countries of the world using an atlas 

or globe.  

• Describe a journey line in detail using key geographical 

vocabulary.  

• Understand and locate simple climate zones using key terms.  

• Use compass directions (NESW), locational and directional 

language.  

• Make comparisons between features of different places. 

 

• Compare and contrast the human and physical features of the 

main continents of the world.  

• Name and locate a range of countries of the world and begin to 

explain simple human and physical features of these countries.  

• Describe and explain a journey line incorporating a range of 

countries, continents and oceans.  

Sensational Safari  
This unit will teach your class about the geography of Kenya through focusing on the main human and physical features of 

the country. Children will learn about the key geographical features of the country including Kenyan wildlife, landscapes 

and culture. Children will learn about the similarities and differences between Kenya and the UK along with continuing to 

develop their geographical skills through a variety of fun and interactive activities.  

 

Key knowledge 

• Explain where Kenya is located in the world and find Kenya on a 

world map or globe.  

• Draw a map of Kenya and locate the capital city, some main cities 

and oceans.  

• Understand what some aspects of Kenyan life are like.  

• Identify the features of a national park and begin to explain the 

difference to a game reserve.  

• Describe some differences and similarities between Kenya and the 

UK.  

• Begin to understand the importance of tourism to Kenya.  

• Draw a freehand map of Kenya.  

• Draw a map of a national park and begin to consider the location 

of key features.  

• Identify animals that live in Kenya and begin to explain the concept 

of ‘endangered species’.  

• Confidently use compass directions to move around a map.  

• Use an atlas/globe to locate accurately places and landmarks in 

Kenya.  

• Ask geographical questions – Where is it? What is this place like? 

How near/far is it? 

• Describe where Kenya is located in relation to other places in the 

world.  

• Draw a map of Kenya with some physical and human features and 

appropriate labels.  

• Describe human and physical features of Kenya and begin to give 

the location of some of these features.  

• Explain aspects of Kenyan life.  

• Identify features of national parks and game reserves.  

• Explain the importance of tourism to Kenya and give examples of 

tourist attractions in the country.  

• Draw a map of a national park, including key features.  

• Identify why animals are important to Kenya.  

• Begin to understand the concept of animal ‘migration’.  

• Ask geographical questions to find out about places and begin to 

give reasoning. 

Beside the Seaside 
This Beside the Seaside unit will teach your class about the geographical features of the seaside, both human and 

physical. Children will learn about seaside environments; finding out where they are located in the United Kingdom and 

seaside resorts nearest their own locality using maps, aerial photograph, webcams and developing their key 

vocabulary. Children will learn about the similarities and differences between seaside resorts and their own locality, 

looking at how resorts have changed over time. Children develop their geographical skills through fieldwork, inquiry and 

map-based activities throughout the lessons in this unit. 

 

Key knowledge 

• use key words to describe different places, including seaside 

locations;  

• locate their nearest seaside resort on a map and begin to locate 

some seaside resorts of the UK;  

• explain that seaside resorts can be found in the UK and worldwide; 

• begin to classify key features of places into ‘natural’ and ‘man-

made’;  

• observe aerial photographs of seaside locations to recognise basic 

human and physical features;  

• understand that seaside resorts have changed over time and 

explain some simple features of seaside holidays in the past;  

• describe a UK seaside resort (St.Ives, Cornwall) in detail using a 

range of information;  

• explain how an island is different from the mainland and locate 

some of the main British islands using an atlas;  

• visit a seaside resort to carry out fieldwork and observations;  

• use and follow simple compass directions (NESW);  

• plan and follow routes on a map using map symbols;  

• ask geographical questions – Where is it? What is this place like? 

How near/far is it?  

• begin to name some seaside resorts of the UK using a map;  

• describe simple human and physical features about seaside 

resorts; • locate a range of seaside resorts and describe their 

location;  

• describe in more detail how seaside resorts have changed over 

time;  

• Use compass directions (NESW), locational and directional 

language and identify a range of map symbols;  

• visit a seaside resort to carry out fieldwork and make detailed 

observations about human and physical features of the seaside;  

• make comparisons between features of different places. 

 
• name some coastal/seaside locations worldwide using a map;  
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• Locate and name countries within climate zones with reasoning 

for their location.  

• Identify a range of human and physical features in aerial 

photographs.  

• Follow routes with increasing detail  

• Compare and contrast the key features of different place 

 
• Describe the location of Kenya in detail in relation to other 

continents, countries and oceans of the world.  

• Draw and label a map of Kenya and locate a range of key features 

such as cities, oceans, rivers and mountains accurately.  

• Explain a range of human and physical features of Kenya, including 

landmarks and their location.  

• Explain aspects of Kenyan life, giving reasons and making simple 

comparisons to their own lives.  

• Compare and contrast a range of differences and similarities 

between Kenya and the UK.  

• Compare national parks and game reserves, giving reasons.  

• Draw a map of a national park, with appropriate location of key 

features, labels and compass directions.  

• Identify the importance of animals to Kenya and explain why some 

species are endangered and how it can be prevented.  

• Use an atlas/globe to locate a range of places and landmarks in 

Kenya independently.  

• Ask and answer a range of geographical questions and give 

reasoning when answering key questions. 

• compare and contrast the human and physical features of a 

seaside resort and their own locality;  

• compare and contrast features of the seaside in the past and 

today;  

• begin to explain why some features are ‘natural’ or ‘man-made’;  

• identify a range of human and physical features in aerial 

photographs;  

• locate hot and cold islands of the world and begin to justify the 

location using knowledge of climate zones/Equator;  

• follow routes with increasing detail and offer reasoning for their 

choice of route. 

Key 

Vocabulary 

Continent, ocean, population, landmark, Australasia, desert, 

rainforest, compass, aerial, climate, equator, tropical, temperate, 

capital city, currency, cuisine 

Endangered, game reserve, habitat, migration, national park, rural, 

savannah, tourists 

Local area, national, resort, tourist, feature, physical feature, human 

feature, pier, promenade, United Kingdom, Victorian, sea bathing, 

attractions, bay, harbour, climate 

Opal (Y3/4) 

 

 

Marvellous Maps 
Marvellous Maps allows children to further explore the range of maps available to geographers and to develop their 

understanding of the key features of maps. They will study a range of maps and atlases, including digital maps, and 

compare their features. The will learn to use the eight compass points to give directions and give grid references to 

locate places on a map. By comparing maps of the same place, children will learn about the way that places have 

changed over time. 

 

Key knowledge 

Year 3 

•Use an index to find a place name.  

• Find the correct page in an atlas by using the index.  

• Explain why maps have symbols on them.  

• Recognise some map symbols on an Ordnance Survey map.  

• Give co-ordinates by going across first and then up.  

• Find a location from four-figure coordinates.  

• Find differences between photographs of the same location.  

• Find similarities between photographs of the same location.  

• Find differences between maps of the same location 

•Find a location on a page by using simple co-ordinates.  

• Identify physical features on a map (hills, mountains, rivers and 

seas). 

• Use a key to find out what a symbol means.  

•  

• Find similarities between maps of the same location. 

 

Year 4 

•Use a key to identify physical features.  

• Explain what makes a good map symbol.  

-Give four-figure co-ordinates for a location. 

All Around The World 
This ‘All around the World’ Unit allows children to take a closer look at where the countries of the world are located, and 

some of the ways geographers describe locations. Children will learn to locate and describe places using longitude and 

latitude, and find out about some of the important lines that delineate specific areas of the Earth - the Equator, the 

Hemispheres, the Poles and the Tropics. Finally, by looking more closely at the lines of longitude, children will develop their 

understanding of time zones. 

 
Key knowledge 

Year 3 

•Locate the Equator on a map and globe.  

• Locate the Northern Hemisphere on a map and globe.  

• Locate the Southern Hemisphere on a map and globe.  

• Find the North and South Poles on a globe or map.  

• Identify lines of latitude on a map.  

• Identify lines of longitude on a map.  

• Identify the Arctic Circle on a globe or map.  

• Identify the Antarctic Circle on a globe or map.  

• Identify the location of the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn.  

• Identify differences between the UK and the tropics.  

• Identify the location of the Prime Meridian.  

• Find the local time in another city using time differences. 

•Name some of the countries on the Equator.  

• Tell you more about one country.  

• Compare daylight hours in the UK and polar regions.  

• Identify a location on a map when the latitude and longitude are 

provided.  

• Identify similarities between the UK and the tropics.  

• Describe the climate in the tropics.  

Eastern Europe 
In this unit, children have the opportunity to explore Eastern Europe. Firstly, they will learn about the countries of Europe. 

They will then look in more detail at some of the contrasting areas of eastern Europe, finding out about the landscape, 

climate and locations in each area. Children will bring together their learning about one area of eastern Europe and 

create information booklets to share what they have found out. In the final lesson of the unit, children will find out more 

about Chernobyl and its impact on eastern Europe and the rest of the world. 

 
Key knowledge 

Year 3 

• describe a continent as a large landmass;  

• explain that continents are groups of countries;  

• identify some countries in Europe;  

• use an atlas to find the names of countries.  

• tell you about important physical features of an area of eastern 

Europe;  

• tell you about the climate of an area of eastern Europe;  

• tell you about the human geography of an area of eastern 

Europe;  

• explain what planning is needed for a trip abroad;  

• identify the countries affected by the Chernobyl nuclear disaster. 

• identify similarities and differences between a place in eastern 

Europe and where I live;  

• identify similarities and differences between the climate of a place 

in eastern Europe and where I live;  

• explain the difference between human geography and physical 

geography;  

• identify similarities and differences between the human geography 

of a place in eastern Europe and where I live;  
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• Suggest what the differences they have seen might tell them 

about why a place has changed. 

 
Pupils will show a deeper understanding of the above, giving 

examples and comparing and contrasting. 

 

• Tell you more about one country on the Prime Meridian.  

• Explain why day and night occur 

 

Year 4 

• Identify the latitude and longitude of a location on a map.  

• Explain why one Prime Meridian was needed.  

• Explain why the Prime Meridian’s location was chosen.  

• Explain why we need to have time zones 

 
Pupils will show a deeper understanding of the above, giving 

examples and comparing and contrasting. 

 

• find information about flights, accommodation and tourist 

destinations using the Internet;  

• explain why the Chernobyl nuclear disaster happened;  

• explain some of the after-effects of the Chernobyl nuclear disaster. 

 

Year 4 

•describe how latitude can influence the landscape of an area;  

• describe how latitude influences the climate of an area;  

• explain the difference between climate and weather;  

• explain how nuclear power is used to generate electricity. 

 
Pupils will show a deeper understanding of the above, giving 

examples and comparing and contrasting. 

Key 

Vocabulary 

atlas, compass, digital map, easting, grid references, National Grid, 

northing, Ordnance Survey maps, symbols 

co-ordinates, hemisphere, observatory, polar, precipitation, Prime 

Meridian, Tropic of Cancer, Tropic of Capricorn, coniferous, savannahs 

agriculture, arable, climate, continent, country, human geography, 

landscapes, physical geography, population, precipitation, weather 

Topaz 

(Y4/5) 

 

Enough For Everyone 
In Enough for Everyone, children will think about the needs of a settlement, and the needs of the planet as a whole. 

They will find out where resource such as power and food come from, and look at ways in which natural resources 

can be conserved. After discussing the idea of a carbon footprint, children will have the chance to consider how their 

actions impact on others around the world, and to think about the changes that they could make to try to ensure that 

natural resources are shared so there is enough for everyone. 

 

Key knowledge 

Year 4 

• Identify important features of a settlement site.  

• Rank human needs by importance to me.  

• Tell you the main stages of electricity distribution.  

• Use an atlas to locate a given place.  

• Label a map using a key.  

• Identify what makes an energy source renewable.  

• Find the country or town of origin on a food label.  

• List some foods that are produced in the UK.  

• Tell you what food miles are.  

• Identify ways to reduce food wastage.  

• Tell you that food shortages are a global problem.  

• Tell you about the causes of food shortages in a country in South 

or Central America.  

• Reflect on my own role in reducing resource shortages around 

the world. 

• List the resources a settlement needs to thrive.  

• Name some of the methods of power generation used in the UK.  

• Find a place on a blank map by comparing it to an atlas.  

• Name some of the renewable methods of power generation 

used in the UK.  

• Explain why foods are imported and exported.  

• Identify some benefits of importing food.  

• Use digital maps to calculate the distance between two places.  

• Identify ways to reduce water wastage.  

• Identify ways to reduce energy usage.  

• Explain how small changes can lead to a big impact.  

• Name areas of the world most affected by food shortages. 

Magnificent Mountains 
In this Unit, children find out about the major mountains of the world and the UK. They find out the different ways in which 

mountains have been formed, and how different features of mountain ranges have been shaped over time. Children will 

have the opportunity to consider what the weather is like in a mountainous environment and to evaluate the impact that 

tourism has on a mountainous region. 

 
Key knowledge 

Year 4 

•Use a legend to find areas of higher ground on a map.  

• Explain different ways areas of higher ground are shown on a map.  

• Tell you that not all mountains look the same.  

• Identify a valley and the summit, foot and slope of a mountain.  

• Draw a mountain range including the key features they have 

identified.  

• Tell you that mountains formed a very long time ago.  

• Describe how tectonic plates move together to create fold 

mountains.  

• Describe how lava flow creates volcanic mountains.  

• Describe what the weather is usually like on a mountain.  

• Tell you why people might visit mountains.  

• Describe some of the negative effects of tourism on an area. 

Use the index in an atlas to find mountains.  

• Tell you the country a mountain range is found in.  

• Describe what a hill might look like based on its contours.  

• Identify an outcrop, a ridge the tree line and the snow line.  

• Describe how fault lines in the Earth’s crust move to create 

mountains.  

• Describe how pressure from magma under the Earth’s surface 

creates dome mountains.  

• Explain the differences between a weather forecast and climate.  

• Identify similarities between mountain climates.  

• Identify the risks associated with a mountain climate.  

• Describe some of the positive effects of tourism on an area. 

 

What’s It Like in Cheshire?  
This unit is based around Nantwich & Cheshire. Through this series of six lessons, children will learn about the physical 

geography of Cheshire. They will use maps, atlases and digital maps to explore the towns and find out about what the 

land is used for and what there is to do Cheshire. Throughout the unit, children are encouraged to compare what they 

have learnt with what they know about their own local area. The unit culminates in an opportunity for children to 

produce a written report.  

 
Key knowledge  

Year 4 

• Locate Nantwich/Crewe/Cheshire and their school on a map;  

• identify physical features of Nantwich/Crewe/Cheshire using a 

map;  

• identify human features of Cheshire using a map;  

• describe the landscape of Nantwich & Crewe City Centre;  

• name different types of land use;  

• use a key to record types of land use;  

• tell you about the human geography of Nantwich & Cheshire;  

• tell you what planning is needed for a trip in the UK. 

•Identify similarities and differences in locations of 

Nantwich/Cheshire and their school;  

• describe the landscape around Nantwich;  

• give some similarities and differences between the landscape near 

Sound and where they live;  

• identify the way land is used from a digital map;  

• explain the difference between human geography and physical 

geography;  

• find information about travel options using a given website;  

• find information about accommodation using a given website;  

• find information about tourist destinations using a given website;  

• identify similarities and differences between the physical 

geography of Sheffield and that of where they live. 
 
Year 5 

• Identify similarities and differences between land use in Cheshire 

and where they live;  
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Year 5 

•Describe how human needs have changed over time.  

• Explain some renewable methods of power generation.  

• Describe the impact renewable sources have on UK electricity 

production.  

• Identify some issues related to importing food.  

• Explain the terms efficiency and conservation.  

• Identify ways to reduce my carbon footprint.  

• Explain how CO2 levels impact global access to resources. 

-explore economic activity including trade links and the distribution 

of natural resources 

 

 
Pupils will show a deeper understanding of the above, giving 

examples and comparing and contrasting.  

Year 5 

•Find the height of a peak on a map.  

• Name the county an area of higher ground is found in.  

• Draw contour lines to show higher ground.  

• Identify a plateau.  

• Describe how erosion creates plateau mountains.  

• Identify differences between mountain climates.  

• Identify ways to limit the damage tourism causes to an area.  

• Identify who is responsible for limiting the damage tourism can 

cause. 

 
Pupils will show a deeper understanding of the above, giving 

examples and comparing and contrasting. 

• identify similarities and differences between the human geography 

of Nantwich & Crewe and where they live; including over time 

• identify similarities and differences between the human geography 

of Nantwich & Crewe and that of where they live;  

• give ideas about how life is different for people living in Nantwich 

& Crewe and where they live;  

• give ideas about how life is similar for people living in Nantwich & 

Crewe and where they live. 

-explore economic activity including trade links and the distribution 

of natural resources 

-Use atlases, maps and digital maps 

 
Pupils will show a deeper understanding of the above, giving 

examples and comparing and contrasting. 

Key 

Vocabulary 

conserve, consume, fertile land, food miles, import, non-renewable 

energy, produced, renewable energy, solar energy, turbine, food 

production 

Altitude, avalanche, crust, gorges, hypothermia, lava, magma, 

summit, tectonic plate, Arctic circle 

heritage, industrial, leisure, national park, retail, physical features, 

human features, land use 

Onyx (Y6) Trade & Economics 
In this unit, the children find out about how goods and services are traded around the world. They will explore the UK's 

trade links today and in the past, finding out about goods imported and exported and the methods of transport used. 

Through a more detailed look at one of the UK's trade partners, the children will learn about the benefits of trading 

internationally, as well as the risks to this area. The children will also learn about fair trade and why it is important in a 

global market. 

 

Key knowledge 

• explain what trading is;  

• explain the difference between imports and exports;  

• list some goods exported from the UK;  

• list some goods imported to the UK;  

• name some countries the UK exports goods to;  

• name some countries the UK imports goods from;  

• use an atlas to find countries;  

• locate El Salvador on a world map;  

• name some goods exported from El Salvador to the UK;  

• list some products that are fairly traded;  

• describe how goods can be the product of more than one 

country;  

• describe how trade takes place today;  

• describe how trade took place in Tudor and Victorian times.  

• explain why countries need to import goods;  

• describe the climate and landscape of El Salvador;  

• list some issues facing people living in El Salvador;  

• explain the meaning of fair trade;  

• describe the fair trade process for some products;  

• describe an example of a global supply chain;  

• list some of the positive and negative effects of multinational 

companies on local trade;  

• identify similarities and differences between trading today and 

different periods in history. 

Amazing Americas 
In this unit about the Amazing Americas, children will first find out about the continents of North and South America, and the 

countries that form them. They will also look in more detail at some of the contrasting regions of the Americas, finding out 

about the landscape, climate and locations of each area. There is the opportunity to carry out a detailed fieldwork study 

of the children’s local area to help them to identify the similarities and differences between a region of the Americas and 

where they live. Children will also develop their map and atlas skills and practise reading and writing coordinates. They will 

learn about the ancient and new wonders of the world, specifically those of the Americas, and they will research a natural 

wonder of the Americas and create their own presentations to teach others what they learn. 

 

Key knowledge 

• explain that a continent is a large landmass;  

• explain that continents are groups of countries;  

• identify some countries in North America;  

• identify some countries in South America;  

• describe physical features of an area of the Americas;  

• describe the climate of an area of the Americas;  

• describe the human geography of an area of North America;  

• explain what latitude is;  

• identify the equator, tropics and poles on a map;  

• explain that coordinates pinpoint a geographical location;  

• name some wonders of the Americas;  

• use an atlas to find the names of countries;  

• use an atlas to find names of cities;  

• identify similarities between a place in North America and where 

they live;  

• identify differences between a place in North America and where 

they live;  

• identify differences between the climate of a place in North 

America and where they live;  

• identify similarities between the climate of a place in North America 

and where they live;  

• explain the difference between human geography and physical 

geography;  

Our Changing World 
In this unit, children will discover some of the many ways in which the world around them is changing. From coastal 

erosion to political changes, there are many factors at work. Children will learn about the structure of the United 

Kingdom and how its shape and geography have changed over thousands of years. Using an online database of 

photographs, children can explore how landscapes change. In the final lesson of this unit, children have the chance to 

predict the future and look at which might change again in their lifetimes. 

 

Key knowledge 

• explain what weathering and erosion mean;  

• describe how erosion changes rocks;  

• name some features of a coastline;  

• name some famous UK coastal features;  

• describe how erosion and deposition change the look of a 

coastline;  

• name an area of the UK which has been affected by coastal 

erosion;  

• identify how the UK’s borders have changed over time;  

• identify similarities in photographs of a landscape taken at 

different times;  

• describe some ways that weather can change the landscape;  

• describe how physical changes have affected Earth since 1800;  

• list some physical changes to the Earth predicted to occur by 2050; 

• describe some ways that human activity changes the landscape.  

• name different types of weathering;  

• describe how physical, chemical and biological weathering 

change rocks;  

• explain how some coastal features are formed;  

• identify the location of some famous UK coastal features;  

• describe how a coastline might have looked in the past;  

• describe how the shape of Spurn Head has changed over time;  

• identify how the borders of Europe have changed over time;  

• identify ways a landscape has changed over time;  

• describe how human activity has changed the Earth since 1800;  
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• create a key to show import and export links with the UK;  

• give some reasons why fair trade is important;  

• explain the term globalisation. 

• identify differences between the human geography of a place in 

North America and where they live;  

• identify similarities between the human geography of a place in 

North America and where they live;  

• explain how latitude affects the geography and climate of a region;  

• describe the significance of the equator, tropics and poles;  

• use coordinates to locate places on a map;  

• describe key features of some wonders of the Americas; 

 
• describe how latitude can influence similarities between different 

areas across the world;  

• explain the difference between climate and weather;  

• describe the characteristics of different climates;  

• explain what biomes are and the factors that determine them;  

• describe some wonders of the Americas in significant detail; 

• list some human activity changes to the Earth predicted to occur 

by 2050. 

 
• explain how erosion and deposition form coastal features;  

• describe how a coastline might look in the future;  

• give reasons why the UK’s borders have changed;  

• give reasons why the borders of Europe have changed;  

• give reasons why a landscape might have changed over time  

 

 

Key 

Vocabulary 

Trade, import, export, goods, global, fair trade, globalisation, global 

supply chain, multinational, economy 

Biomes, climate, continent, country, equator, flora/fauna, latitude, 

longitude, weather, polar, tropical 

Acidic, border/boundary, deposition, dissolve, erosion, weathering, 

biological, arch, stacks, stump, headland, bay 

 

Progression in Geography  

The Geography curriculum at Sound & District aims for students to be competent in the geographical skills outlined below.  

• collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that deepen their 

understanding of geographical processes  

• interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and 

Geographical Information Systems (GIS)  

• communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and quantitative skills and 

writing at length.  

To ensure that students make progress in these skills, the following threads of progression have been developed:  

• Mapwork: using maps to navigate (page 13) 

• Mapwork: using maps to describe landscapes (page 18) 

• Mapwork: making maps (page 23) 

• Fieldwork: sketching (page 25) 

• Fieldwork: gathering information (page 29)  

• Geographical enquiry: analysing, interpreting and presenting information (page 32)  

• Geographical enquiry: providing conclusions and evaluating results (page 37) 

 

World & UK map progression:  
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Please see folder on Staff Share under ‘Staff Information’ – ‘Curriculum’ – ‘Geography’ – ‘Maps’ for specific World and UK maps to 

use in lessons.  

 

Progression in Geography – Mapwork – Using Maps to Navigate  

In order to develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places – both terrestrial and marine – including their defining physical and 

human characteristics and how these provide a geographical context for understanding the actions of processes, pupils must be adept at using maps to 

navigate (Engaging interactive maps = Google Maps, DigiMaps, Interactive Satellite imaging). 
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Progression in Geography – Mapwork – Using Maps to Describe Landscapes  

In order to equip pupils with knowledge about diverse places, resources and natural and human environments, they must be 

adept at describing landscapes in order to make judgements and comparisons. As pupils progress, their growing knowledge about 

the world, ascertained from the skill of describing landscapes, should help them to deepen their understanding of the interaction 

between physical and human processes, and of the formation and use of landscapes and environments. 
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Progression in Geography – Mapwork – Making Maps  

Students must be able to communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps. As such, students 

must understand the purpose of maps and what makes a map increasingly accurate and informative. 
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Progression in Geography – Fieldwork – Sketching  

In order for students to understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the world, how 

these are interdependent and how they bring about spatial variation and change over time, they need to engage in fieldwork 

activities and capture their surroundings through sketching. As students progress through their time at Sound & District, they 

become more proficient sketchers and are able to communicate their findings in an informative way. 
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Progression in Geography – Fieldwork – Gathering Information  

In order for students to understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the world, how 

these are interdependent and how they bring about spatial variation and change over time, they need to engage in fieldwork 

activities and capture their surroundings through gathering information. As students progress through their time at Sound & District, 

they become more proficient data gatherers and are able to communicate their findings in an informative way. 
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Progression in Geography – Geographical Enquiry: Analysing, Interpreting and Presenting Information 

In order to foster competent geographers who collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through 

experiences of fieldwork, students deepen their understanding of geographical processes as well as their ability to present such 

information. 
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Progression in Geography – Geographical Enquiry: Providing Conclusions and Evaluating Results 
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Key Knowledge Overview 

National Curriculum Expectations 

EYFS 

 

Key Stage 1 
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Key Stage 2 
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Whole School Knowledge Progression 
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