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Rationale 

"Should I teach independent content to one year group within the class, then the other?” 

This is more difficult to do than in some other subjects where you can easily start one year group off on an independent task, whilst 

addressing and teaching the other year group. 

Many language lessons in primary will be centred around speaking and listening activities, and rightly so. Oracy skills are the most 

important building blocks in language learning whatever the year group. Even when focusing on developing the Reading and 

writing strand, you will need to ensure that pupils have an existing level of oracy competence. 

This can make French lessons more teacher-led than many other subjects and therefore if  you teach the whole class together, 

opportunity to extend or support particular students of a particular cohort would be only for a small portion of the lesson, when you 

are content that others are confident enough to work independently. 

How do I ensure younger pupils are not left behind and older and more able pupils are stretched 

and can expand their knowledge?" 

According to the Department of Education, “Language teaching should provide the foundation for learning further languages” – 

the all-important building blocks, not only in vocabulary and phrases, but also the skills and confidence to master a new language. 

As confidence increases, so does fluency and spontaneity, the ability to communicate what they want to say, whilst all the time 

improving the accuracy of pronunciation. These aims set out by the Department of Education potentially support learning in a 

mixed-age class as there is more opportunity to repeat and rehearse vocabulary and grammatical structures when the new cohort 

is introduced to them for the first time. 

This is also backed up by the Ofsted Language Review 2021 which states that spaced learning – where knowledge is rehearsed for 

short periods over a longer time – can be highly beneficial compared to mass practice, which can leave the pupil feeling 

overwhelmed. In so doing, with careful planning and delivery, information is stored in the long-term memory, which consists of 

structures (schemata) where knowledge is linked or embedded with prior learning. 

 

"How can I prevent younger pupils from feeling demotivated because their peers may have greater 

subject knowledge?" 



 

 
 

Arguably, children are used to the delivery of each lesson as a mixed-age cohort, as most of their learning will be conducted in this 

way. Therefore, language classes are likely to be no different. However, ensuring a growth mindset amongst pupils in a supportive 

classroom environment, perhaps using the older cohort of children as ‘teachers’ or ‘mentors’ can help younger pupils develop a 

have-a-go attitude to language learning. 

Here, vital language structures and skills can be revisited in different contexts, and as pupils progress through Key Stage 2, simpler 

vocabulary and structures evolve into more complex written sentences. 

 
 

General tips for delivery and differentiation in the classroom 

 Teach French to the whole class, rather than dividing them into separate year groups. By teaching to everyone, the correct 

pronunciation can be modelled, and any errors quickly picked up and corrected.  

  

 For group activities, team older children with younger children – a mix of higher and lower ability – or perhaps younger 

children would feel more confident working within their own peer group.  

  

 Support a group or circulate around the room, during group tasks giving immediate feedback and encouragement and 

taking the opportunity to add extension tasks to the older children. Equally, a short 1:1 burst may encourage a less confident 

child to have a go! Some young children feel very exposed when making these new French sounds, especially in front of the 

class but once they are over the initial hurdle, they normally start to fly!  

  

 Assess the older pupils’ prior knowledge by asking targeted questions. The assessment section on the lesson plan provides 

useful criteria for the teacher to be able to identify which pupils are showing a secure understanding and who is working at 

greater depth.  

  

 Older children may feel comfortable in playing the role of the teacher for part of the task or be willing to perform their short 

role play. This stretches them and really helps build their confidence. Younger children in the class may just learn the key 

words, but it is worth noting that some may have a natural “penchant” for the language and work at a similar level to the 

older children anyway! C’est magnifique!  



 

 
 

 Useful differentiation suggestions are listed on each French lesson plan, for those needing extra support and also extension 

tasks for pupils working at greater depth. For example, the younger children could work on recalling single words or short 

phrases, while, by comparison, the older children may be able to join phrases together or be confident in both asking and 

answering a question.  

 

 With the very essence of language learning being all about listening, repeating, and recall, the extra rehearsal time that 

mixed-age groups may encounter can actually play huge dividends and leave the learner engaged and feeling positive 

about their language learning experience.  It is essential for embedding the new vocabulary and rules, allowing the language 

to flourish, thus enabling pupils to make substantial progress in the new language. 

 

 

 

SOUND AND DISTRICT PRIMARY SCHOOL THREE YEAR ROLLING PROGRAMME  
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MIXED 1/2 
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TOPAZ STAGE 2 STAGE 3 STAGE 2/3 
ONYX STAGE 4 STAGE 4 STAGE 4 

 

Vocabulary Expectations- please see separate Powerpoints 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Implementation: 

Children in KS2 learn French.  In KS2 children are taught by the class teacher once a week (for a minimum of 30 minutes) and school 

aims to follow up activities when appropriate outside of the language lesson.   

The Curriculum:  

Our school follows the Primary Languages Network scheme of work. It is a live scheme which is continually updated and revised in 

order to meet with current curriculum standards. Alongside the planning provided, the network also enriches this through 

accompanying power points, pod casts (spoken by native speakers) links to authentic literature, songs, games, culture points of 

reference, links to appropriate websites.   

Teaching and Learning:  

To promote an active learning of languages a range of teaching methods are implemented to ensure that the children are 

developing their linguistic skills through listening, speaking, reading and writing in order to be secondary ready. Activities can consist 

of actions, rhymes, stories, song, drama, grammar focus, video clips, air writing, sentence structure, dictionary work, book making 

and many more creative ways to extend, embed and combine language skills.   

 



 

 
 

 

 

NB: To ensure differentiation, use the CORE SKILLS OF LEARNING to identify the skill for each lesson, for the relevant year group. 

Where necessary offer greater challenge by moving into the proceeding year or those requiring support, the pre-ceeding stage. 



 

 
 

 

Overviews Mixed Age Project Overview – Stage 1 and 2 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 
 



 

 
 

Substantive Knowledge End Points 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 


